Panafest

Accra, Ghana
July 23rd - August 3rd 2023

For more information contact Adina McCollough at 708.283.5649

Village of Park Forest
Recreation, Parks & Community Health
PANAFEST CELEBRATION IN GHANA
12 DAYS/11 NIGHTS
July 23 – August 3, 2023
Overview
The Pan African Historical Theatre Project, now
known as PANAFEST (Historic Return of African
Diaspora), is a cultural event held in Ghana every two
years for Africans and people of African descent, first
held in 1992. This festival aims to promote and
enhance unity, Pan-Africanism, and the development
of the continent of Africa itself.
Highlights
•
•
•
•
•
•

W.E.B. DuBois Center
T.K. Beading Centre
Arts & Crafts Market
Makola Market
Guided walk of Elmina Township PANAFEST
Elmina/St. George's Castle Memorial Ceremony

DAY

ITINERARY

1

PARK FOREST, IL TO ACCRA, GHANA

July 23rd

HOTELS
Departure
In-flight

Motorcoach transportation to O'Hare International Airport from Village Hall, Park
Forest, IL

Meal(s) Included: In-flight Meals
2
July 24th

AKWAABA-WELCOME!
Arrive in Accra, Ghana where you
will be met at the airport by your
guide and chauffeur and transferred
to your hotel for check in.

Meal(s) Included: Dinner

African Regent
Hotel

ACCRA CITY TOUR

3
July 25th

African Regent
Hotel

After breakfast, depart for a sightseeing tour of Accra, the
Capital of Ghana. Experience the city’s highlights during
this Accra orientation. The capital of Ghana since 1877,
Accra is also the capital of the Greater Accra Region. In
addition, it’s the country’s most populous city. Travel
through the administrative and economic districts of
Accra. Also, see the Artiste Alliance Gallery, the W.E.B.
Du Bois Center for Pan African Culture, the
Independence/Black Star Square, and Kwame Nkrumah
Memorial Park. Learn about important events in Ghana’s history and the country’s first
president who helped lead Ghana to independence. End the day’s tour at the Arts Center,
where participants can sharpen their bargaining skills to shop for goods from Ghana and
West Africa in an open-air market.

Meal(s) Included: Dinner
4
July 26th

ACCRA - TAMALE

Mariam Hotel

Depart for a morning flight to Tamale (Flight time 1 hr). Upon arrival in Tamale, you
will be picked up from the airport and transferred to your hotel.
Meal(s) Included: Breakfast, Dinner

5

TAMALE – RECEIVE ATONEMENT AT
SALAGA AND NAMING CEROMONY

July 27th
Depart for a scenic drive to Salaga, one of
the towns used as a major slave market
during the slave trade. Meet with the
traditional leader and tour the site where the
slave trade started in the former Gold
Coast. In Salaga, you will find families
whose ancestors were slave raiders, slave
chains and shackles are still kept in some of
the family homes. The atonement will be
sealed by villagers washing the feet of
participants as an act of humility and a plea
for forgiveness. This ceremony, designed
by the villagers themselves, is a symbolic
apology for the acts of their ancestors.
Continue to the market site where the
slaves were sold, known as the “Salaga Slave Market.” Lay a wreath at the grave
site commemorating those who did not survive the slave trade.
Then amidst traditional drumming and dancing by the villagers, participate in a
naming ceremony where you will be given a traditional African name. The day will
end with joyous celebration, including traditional drumming, dancing and a healing
feast that includes the sharing of food between the descendants of the slave raiders
and of the slaves who were taken to the new world. Drive back to hotel in Tamale
for overnight.
Meal(s) Included: Breakfast, Dinner
After dinner participate in KASA (TALK TIME) - An opportunity to learn more
about Ghanaian culture or simply talk to each other and share information about
the experiences you are having on the tour. (This activity will be led by the tour
guide).

Mariam Hotel

6
July 28th

TAMALE – KINTAMPO - KUMASI

Golden Tulip
Kumasi

Depart for a drive to Kumasi with a stop
at the former slave markets of Kintampo
and Assin Bono. Enjoy this scenic but
haunting drive through the land where the
slave trade took place. Notice the change
in climate and terrain, which has a direct
bearing on the population of Africans that
the slave traders targeted. Visit the
Kintampo Waterfalls to experience the
cool, invigorating atmosphere created by
nature and savour the breathtaking view of
the cascading waterfall. Continue the
drive to Kumasi.

Meal(s) Included: Breakfast, Dinner
7
July 29th

KUMASI CITY TOUR

Golden Tulip
Kumasi

This day is dedicated to exploring the
legends of the famous Ashanti Empire,
whose legacies are still evident today. You
will visit Manhyia Palace Museum, to
obtain firsthand information on the
legacies of the Ashanti kingdom. A regal
history that dates back to 1700 is told with
relics and artifacts. Enjoy a drive through
the city with monuments dedicated to the
memory of the great Ashanti people. End
the day’s tour at the National Cultural
Centre which features the Prempeh II Jubilee Museum and various studios of the brass
makers, potters and batik makers.

Meal(s) Included: Breakfast, Dinner
8
July 30th

ASHANTI CRAFT VILLAGE - ELMINA
This day, you will visit the three famous
Ashanti craft villages. Depart for, Ntonso
the home of Adinkra cloth, and Bonwire,
the Kente weaving village. You will have
an opportunity to see how African crafts
are made and to buy directly from the
artisans who make them. Afterwards,
depart to Elmina. Upon arrival, check into
your hotel and relax.

Meal(s) Included: Breakfast, Dinner

Coconut Grove
Beach Resort

9
July 31st

MEMORIAL AT ELMINA CASTLE – REVERENTIAL NIGHT

Coconut Grove
Beach Resort

Visit the Elmina Castle. Another infamous
castle and slave dungeon, Elmina was built by
the Portuguese in 1482 as St. George's Castle.
This castle was the first European structure
built in Sub – Saharan Africa. Explore the
grounds and rooms full of haunting history.
Stroll down to the beach for a memorial
ceremony where each pilgrim will throw bread
into the waters in remembrance of ancestors. A
wreath with a candle will be solemnly pushed
out to sea as a respectful moment of silence is
observed in remembrance of those who died in the middle passage.
Enjoy a walking tour of the colonial town of Elmina.
Elmina’s rich history is captured in its buildings.
They tell the stories of the people of Elmina and
their interaction with those who came from outside
West Africa. Visit the colorful Asafo houses, which
were used as a place for warriors to prepare mentally
and spiritually before going to war. They are
wonderful examples of how art is used in daily lives
of Africans.
After dinner, you will have the opportunity to
participate in “Reverential Night.” There will be
candle light processions and a vigil to commemorate
the Africans who died in the slave trade. There will
also be a moving ceremony and re-enactment of the
slave passage through the “Door of No Return,”
followed by a midnight declaration of Emancipation Day.
This is the highlight of the Panafest celebration.

Meal(s) Included: Breakfast, Dinner
10

EMANCIPATION DURBAR AT ASSIN MANSO

August 1st Drive through the former slave route to
Assin Manso, the final transit point for
enslaved Africans before being shipped
off to the new world. You will have the
opportunity to visit the slave dungeons as
well as the final resting place for two
ancestors whose mortal remains were
returned from the USA and Jamaica and
re-interred in Ghana. The Emancipation
Day Celebration is opened with a Grand
Durbar of Traditional Chiefs and people
of the Central Region. Witness this
grand, colorful and spectacular event that
showcases the pomp and pageantry of Ghana's traditional rulers, dressed in rich Kente
and adorned in glittering gold jewelry. Discover the African rhythm in you as you
dance to the beat of the 'Fromtomfrom' drums.
Meal(s) Included: Breakfast, Dinner
After dinner participate in KASA (TALK TIME) - An opportunity to learn more
about Ghanaian culture or simply talk to each other and share information about the
experiences you are having on the tour. (This activity will be led by the tour guide).

Coconut Grove
Beach Resort

11

ELMINA – ACCRA – DEPARTURE

In-flight

August 2nd Return to Accra early morning. Lunch will be on your own in a local Ghanaian restaurant.
Next, visit the Arts Center, where you will have an opportunity to use your bargaining
skills to shop for artifacts from Ghana and West Africa in an open-air market. Early
evening transfer to the airport for check-in and departure.
ACCRA, GHANA TO PARK FOREST, IL

12

Arrival

August 3rd Motorcoach transportation to Village Hall, Park Forest, IL from O'Hare
International Airport.
Meal(s) Included: In-flight Meals

PRICES:
Price per person in U.S. $

Deposit
Minimum Monthly
Payment

Double Room
(Two per room)

Single Room
(One per room)

$4820

$5565

$400

$400

$400/mo

$400/mo

Final Payment date April 30, 2023
All payments are non-refundable

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

TOUR PRICE INCLUDES
Round trip airfare
Visas
Meeting and assistance upon arrival and departure
Experienced and trained licensed chauffeur and tour guide
Round-trip airport/hotel transfers from Park Forest, IL
Hotel accommodation in the indicated properties
Transportation in a private air-conditioned vehicle
Admission to listed sites as stated in the itinerary
Meals indicated 9 Breakfasts & 9 Dinners
Water on vechicle daily
(PANAFEST)

TOUR PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE
• Gratuity to driver and guides
• Meals not listed
• Insuance

Insuance price per person in U.S. $

*MUST REQUEST INSURANCE AT TIME OF DEPOSIT*
Insurance will be added to your balance and reflected on your receipt.

Double Room
(Two per room)

Single Room
(One per room)

$312

$373

Allianz Global Assistance
Trip Cancellation

Up to 100% of Trip Cost

Reimburses your prepaid, non-refundable trip expenses
if you must cancel your trip due to a covered reason.
Maximum coverage: $25,000.
Trip Interruption

Up to 150% of Trip Cost

Reimburses the unused, non-refundable portion of your
trip expenses and the increased transportation costs it
takes you to continue your trip or return home if you
need to interrupt your trip for a covered reason.
Maximum coverage: $37,500.
Emergency Medical and Dental

$50,000

This primary coverage provides reimbursement for
expenses incurred during your trip due to covered
medical and dental emergencies. $750 maximum for
emergency dental care.
Baggage Delay

Emergency Transportation

$250,000

Provides reimbursement for medically necessary
transportation to the nearest appropriate facility
following a covered illness or injury. Can also reimburse
the cost of medically necessary transportation back home
following a covered illness or injury.
Travel Delay

$750

Reimburses up to $150 per day per person for additional
travel and lost prepaid expenses if your trip is delayed for
five or more hours for a covered reason. Can also
reimburse additional transportation expenses if you miss
your cruise or tour because of a covered delay.
Baggage Loss/Damage

$1,500

Covers loss, damage, or theft of baggage and personal
effects.

$500

Reimburses the reasonable additional purchase of
essential items during your trip if your baggage is
delayed or misdirected by a common carrier for 12
hours or more. Receipts for emergency purchases are
required.
Covered Reasons for Trip Cancellation and Trip Interruption
Allianz Global Assistance can pay trip cancellation and interruption claims when you cancel or interrupt your trip due
to certain unforeseen situations. These situations are called "covered reasons." For this plan, these covered reasons
include:
•

Covered illness, injury, death

•

Destination uninhabitable

•

Supplier fi nancial default

•

Legal separation/Divorce

•

Legal proceeding

•

Traffic accident

•

Normal pregnancy

•

Terrorism

•

Employer termination

•

Military duty

•

Loss of accommodation

•

Witness birth

•

Travel delay resulting in loss of 50% of trip
length

•

Hijacking

•

•

Quarantine

Home uninhabitable

•

24-hour delay by travel carrier

Covered Reasons for Epidemics and Pandemics
Additional Trip Cancellation Benefits
• Epidemic or pandemic-related illness (including of
the insured, their traveling companion, or their
family member)
• Individually-ordered quarantine* of the insured or
their traveling companion
Trip Interruption Benefits

Travel Delay Benefits
• Denied boarding due to suspicion of epidemic- or
pandemic-related illness of the insured or their
traveling companion
Emergency Medical and Emergency Medical
Transportation Benefits
• Epidemic or pandemic-related illness of the insured

• Epidemic or pandemic-related illness (including of
the insured, their traveling companion, or their
family member)
• Individually-ordered quarantine* of the insured or
their traveling companion

*Benefits for quarantine due to an epidemic or pandemic
only apply when an eligible traveler is specifically named
and individually-ordered to quarantine (not including
generally or broadly applicable quarantines). Benefits may
not cover the full cost of your quarantine and are subject to
applicable benefit limits. See plan documents for details.

